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Time’s up for foreign
criminals who think
Thailand’s a soft touch

ooperation, if' muck easier for the Departmest of
ect crivme aud biin esidencr, £ waich out 8
o passport forgery, cail centre seams, eredit

Jorrign z
and fraud and iliit drugs 1 the serual exploitation of cAildren and eoen weurder

“Working closely with foreign

law enforcement agencies
allows us to detect criminal
activities and movements in
Thailand much more easily™

“Thailand was regarded as a safe haven for
foreign criminals and fugitives.
BUT those days are over.”
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BACKGROUND OF PAISITH
SUNGKHAHAPONG

Education
1980: Certificate of English asa
Foreign Language (UK)
Diploma in Art (UK)
Bachelor’s Degree in Law
Master’s Degreein
International Relation
Training
1989;

Police Training: Royal Police
Academy
1997:  Immigration Control:

Ji atior

lapanese International
Diploma: Federal Bureau of
Investigation Academy (US)
Supervisory Criminal
Investigator Course:
International Law
Enforcement Academy

rience
: Office of Police Secretary
Inspector General Office,
Royal Thai Police
1991-1996:  Immigration Bureau
1996-2002:  Interpol Bangkok: Royal
Thai Police
(rank Pol Lt-Col)
Chief of Foreign Affairs
Division, Department of
Special investigation
(DSI), Ministry of Justice
Senior Investigator
supervising the Anti-

2003-2011:

Foreign Affairs and
Transnational Crime, DSI

Good Performance
Government Official of
Ministry of Justice

Mr Paisith is married with two children

a possible criminal activity. We will then
start a preliminary investigation, and if

we find sufficient cause we will open up

a Special Case. The second is initiating

an investigation ourselves. This happens
when intelligence generated within the DST
indicates something unlawful is going on.
We then send our people to investigate and
open up the case,” said Director Paisith.

22 TheBigChili

HORRIFIC CASES HANDLED BY THE ROYAL THAI POLICE

DIRECTOR Paisith stressed that not all crimes committed in Thailand by foreigners
fall under the purview of the BFATC or DSI. This year, for example, some particularly
gruesome cases involving foreigners have come to light.

November this year saw the arrest of an Israeli man who reportedly dismembered a
fellow countryman and cemented the pieces inside a wall of his house. In September
three English-speaking foreigners - two allegedly Americans and a Brit - were
arrested at a house where the dismembered body of another foreigner was found in
the freezer. Another case involved a Spanish suspect who pelice believe abducted
and tortured a foreign man in order to obtain ransom money. He too apparently
dismembered hisvictim and discarded the parts in the Chao Phraya River. He was
arrested in Cambodia and handed to the Thai police.

Despite their high profiles, none of the three cases was investigated by the DSI but
by the RTP since they had adequate resources to do the job,

sked whether crimes
committed by foreigners
in Thailand are
increasing or going
down, he answered,
“This is a good question, and one [
can't answer offhand. We would have
1o look at the whole statistics. But I can
tell you that it is now easier for us to
detect crimes and obtain evidence, in
large part because people often capture
crimes being committed on their mobile
phone cameras. Then too, CCTV is being
installed at more and more locations.
‘This makes it much easier to locate
foreigners in Thailand than, say, 10 years
ago. As well, the [mmigration Bureau
photographs everyone when they
present their passport upon arrival and
departure.”

International cooperation

“We cooperate closely with a number of
embassies in Thailand, most of which
have a police attaché or liaison assigned
o their mission. We sometimes get
requests from embassies to locate a
fugitive or someone with an arrest
warrant out for them. In such a case we
often werk with the Immigration Bureau
and the police. When we apprehend the
wanted person we notify the authorities
concerned for further action.

“Foreign police liaisons in Thailand
have set have up an organisation called
Foreign Anti-Narcotics and Crime
Community (FANC) which now includes
24 countries. We signed a memorandum
of understanding (MoUs) with FANC as
soon as the organisation was founded. We
also have MoUs with individual countries
and the Australian Federal Police, as
well as the UK's National Crime Agency.
We will soon sign MoUs with the US
Homeland Security Investigations and the
Australian Border Force.

“Working closely with foreign law
enforcement agencies allows us to detect

criminal activities and movements in
Thailand much more easily. This is made
possible by new technology, some of
which is pretty amazing.

“We also work closely with the RTP.
‘We don't see the police as competition;
they are more like brothers. Sometimes
we have joint social or sporting events.

If we find that an investigation we

are conducting doesn’t fit the Special
Case category we refer it to the

police. Likewise, if the RTP is involved
in something that is fit with our
responsibilities they refer it to us.

“We have a Special Case Committee,
chaired by the Prime Minister, which
includes representatives from various
agencies concerned. At present we are
working on four Special Cases and about
15 preliminary investigations that may
develop into Special Cases.”

Director Paisith explained that we can
conduct basic surveillance like following
a pedestrian or a vehicle. “However, if we
want to conduct electronic surveillance
then we have to submit a request to the
court for a warrant and we have to present
evidence to the judge why this is needed.

“The military works with us in some
situations, for example assisting in
arrests. When we do a big operation,
especially in the provinces, we need the
support from the military as well as the
local authorities and the law allows us to
make the request.”

Director Paisith said increasing
globalisation and international travel
have led to a corresponding increase
in transnational crimes. “The criminals
can now travel from country te country
very easily. That's why we work so
closely with foreign law enforcement
agencies. Foreigners wha come here
to commit crimes, including high-tech
or white collar crimes, or hide out from
foreign law enforcement organisations,
are very likely to find themselves taking
up residence in a Thai prison,” he
concluded.
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